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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: position not filled 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

First Scheduled meeting for this month: Saturday 7th May. 

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

EVENTS 2016 

Bee Health Day on Saturday 2nd July - See page 2 for details and closing date!  

Saturday 14th May - Sussex BKA Festival of Beekeeping  (See page 4) 

Saturday 21st May - Brinsbury Country Fayre (See page 5) 

9th, 10th, 11th June - South of England Show & Honey Show (See page 5) 

Sunday 19th June - 70th Annual Cranleigh Show (See page 5) 

August Bank Holiday, Monday 29th - Wisborough Green Honey Show  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

. 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

MAY 2016 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please continue to check your email for any further information regarding apiary meetings. 

See list of topics 

to be covered on 

Page 3 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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Nell and friend 

Roger’s diary is very full and due to other commitments he has not had 

time to write ‘Patterson In Print’ this month.   

 

No doubt he will have plenty to tell us next month.  I’m sure we all 

look forward to hearing what he has been up to. 

 

 

Ed. 

 

 

Bee Diseases and How To Control Them 

 

The Division is holding another Honeybee Health Day on Saturday 2nd July.  The half-day course 

will be run for us by Celia and David Rudland from East Surrey Bees, a local company offering 

professional beekeeping tuition. 

 

During the course we will have the opportunity to look at EFB and AFB- infected comb which 

will enable us to identify these notifiable diseases in our own colonies.  Other more common dis-

eases affecting the honeybee and how to control them will also be discussed. 

 

The same course will run twice during the day, the morning session from 9:30am -12:30pm, and 

the afternoon session from 1:30pm – 4:30pm.  Liquid refreshments will be provided. 

 

Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis so please register your 

interest early indicating your preferences on the application form. 

 

Applications will close on Monday 23rd May after which your place will be confirmed with de-

tails for payment. 

 

Venue:   Kelsey Hall, Chalk Road, Ifold, RH14 0UD. 

Course Fee: £5 to Wisborough Green BKA members, payable in advance. 

 

A Registration Form is attached to the email with this Newsletter.   

 

Sue 

 

The Registration form can be printed, completed by hand and posted to the address detailed; or 

you can save an electronic copy, complete your details in type, save it and forward the form by 

email. 

Ed. 
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The following information may be subject to change. 

 

 

May  

7th  Swarm control. 

  Making a 2 frame Nuc. 

  Determining age of brood. 

 

14th  Shook swarm. 

 

21st  Observing the colony. 

  Queen introduction. 

 

28th  Preparing for the end of OSR. 

  Viruses.  

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have 

arrived by this time! 

 

Safety at the Teaching Apiary 

 

We take our ‘Duty of Care’ responsibilities seriously.  Members and visitors are advised that natu-

ral hazards are present at the apiary, as you would expect in any natural location.  It is the respon-

sibility of all attendees to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the wellbeing of themselves 

and those in their charge.  Head protection should be worn when close to the bees.  Any accidents 

and injuries should be notified to the Demonstrator in charge of their group.   

 

Children should remain within eyesight.  Parents and Guardians are advised that it is their respon-

sibility to supervise and monitor any child in their care at all times while in the apiary or within its 

vicinity. 

 
 

WGBKA Executive Committee 

 

CHANGE OF MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 

From 3rd May, Richard Gibby will take over as Membership Secretary from Gordon Allan. 

Please address all enquiries relating to membership to Richard.  His email address is 

richard.gibby@outlook.com . 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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BBKA Basic Assessment 

 

If you have completed a year or more beekeeping you are eligible to take the BBKA Assessment. 

We will arrange for the Assessment to be done with one of the Associations' assessors at an apiary 

other than in your own Division.  You will be able to arrange a convenient date and time for the 

Assessment.  The BBKA require one month's notice and the last date for Assessments to be taken 

is 31st August. 

 

Please send us a fully completed application, counter-signed by a member of your own committee, 

together with a cheque for £18 made out to the BBKA. 

 

BBKA Modules 

 

For those contemplating taking a BBKA Module in November this year we have a number of past 

papers available. 

 

If you would like copies from any one or more of the papers please send us a USB stick, with re-

turn stamped addressed envelope, to:  R H & M Brooks, 23 Lionel Avenue, Felpham, Bognor Re-

gis, West Sussex, PO22 8LG. 

 

Roger & Marion Brooks 
examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

The June edition of BBKA News will contain our BBKA membership 

cards.  It is so easy to throw them away not realising what they are. 

 

Please make sure you sign yours and keep it safe. 

 

Sussex Beekeepers’ Association is holding its annual ‘Festival of Beekeeping’ on 

Saturday 14th May in the Heathfield Community College, School Hill, Old Heath-

field, East Sussex, TN21 8RJ. 

 

Further details and contact information can be found in this month’s edition of the 

West Sussex Division newsletter. 
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Brinsbury Show & Country Fayre, Saturday 21st May 2016 

11am - 4pm 

Come and enjoy a great family day at Brinsbury, the Countryside Campus of Chichester College. 

Attractions include: 

 

Demontrations of Country Crafts 

Farmers' and Crafts Market 

Animal handling  

 

and Wisborough Green Bees! 

Entry: £7.50 per person (under 16s free)          

SOUTH OF ENGLAND SHOW: 9, 10 & 11 JUNE 2016 

 

This year’s South of England Show will again be held at the Ardingly Show-

ground near Haywards Heath.   

Enjoy the best of the British countryside, including agriculture, equestrianism, 

horticulture, food and drink, country crafts, sports and many other activities.   

Visit the Bees & Honey marquee, incorporating the honey show.  There will be a variety of stalls 

selling honey and wax products, and beekeeping equipment will be available from Paynes South-

down Bee Farm.  As well as the usual observation hives, there will be a separate area with flying 

bees and live demonstrations of hives being opened. 

Visit the show’s website for further information and ticket sales:   

http://www.seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/. 

 

 

 

WGBKA will once again be represented at the Annual 

Cranleigh Show on Sunday 19th June.  Please mark this in 

your diaries and visit the show.  I’m sure our members will 

appreciate your support. 

Ed. 

http://www.cranleighshow.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/
http://www.cranleighshow.co.uk
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An item from Issue No 7 April 2016.  If you wish to receive updates, sign up at bibba.com. 

 

Black bees better groomed  

 

Researchers Beata Bąk and Jerzy Wilde from the University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn, 

Poland compared the grooming behaviour of two lines of the Carniolan bee (Apis mellifera car-

nica), the Caucasian bee (Apis mellifera caucasica), the dark European honey bee (Apis mellifera 

mellifera), and a crossbreed of the Carniolan bee with the Cape bee (Apis mellifera capensis). 

 

The researchers found that most worker bees do not tolerate the mite on their bodies.  The most 

intense reaction was observed in A. m. mellifera worker bees, with as many as 98% of worker bees 

in this group making an attempt to remove mites.  The different lines varied greatly in their abili-

ties to remove mites.  In most trials, worker bees showed at least three different defensive reac-

tions, and the authors concluded that A. m. mellifera shows the strongest grooming behaviour of 

all bees used in the experiment. 

 

The full paper: “Grooming behaviour by worker bees of various subspecies of honey bees to re-

move Varroa destructor mites” by Beata Bąk and Jerzy Wilde (sadly not free to view) can be 

found here: 

link to article 

 

 

Special offer to members only. 

 

The division is currently able to offer members the opportunity to buy some of the divisional 

honey in bulk.  The honey is to be sold in 30lb buckets at a cost of £90 (to include the bucket). 

 

We have both early (light colour) and late season (darker) honey available. 

 

If you are interested in purchasing a bucket or two please contact Tom by email at 

stone.house@btinternet.co . 

 

And a further item from Issue No 7 April 2016 

 

A local interest news story from Fishbourne entitled Bees 

1953. 

 
 British Pathé News Clip   (click to follow link) 

 

http://bibba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=539749ff0ecfb725b841f2421&id=204583f390&e=dee21198de
mailto:stone.house@btinternet.co
http://bibba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=539749ff0ecfb725b841f2421&id=e7cf3b1a70&e=dee21198de
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

At the time of writing last month’s article the weather had been unpredictable and I had not in-

spected any of my colonies.  Since then there has not been much change with regard to the 

weather, but I have managed undertake some inspections. 

 

The first window of opportunity was on the third day of April, when the sun warmed the air late in 

the afternoon.  My main concern was to check for available stores and space within the colonies.  

With this in mind I began with the two hives on single brood chambers only, ’Sweet pea’ and 

’Buttercup’ (the other two being on ‘brood & a half’ and ‘double brood’).  Both colonies had a 

good supply of winter stores remaining and laying room for the queens.  ‘Sweet pea’ had over-

wintered with a super under the brood chamber.  This was the first time I had used this method of 

dealing with a super that had not been cleared by the time autumn feeding began.  The bees had 

acted as expected and utilised the stores, leaving the combs clean and dry.  The frames are now in 

a super above the brood chamber. 

 

The temperature cooled rapidly as soon as the clouds reappeared and the other two colonies had to 

wait until another day to be inspected.  The days passed, mainly grey, cold, and wet, with the odd 

warm sunny spell; the sun usually shining at times when I couldn’t be at the apiary - typical.  My 

next window of opportunity arose on the first day of May (a whole month later).  Earlier in the 

week the National Bee Unit had issued warnings of possible low food stores in colonies; and one 

of our members told me they had inspected colonies that required frames of stores, despite having 

plenty two weeks previously.  Fortunately, Tom and Gordon still had some frames originating 

from the swarm we transferred from my apiary last summer, offering a good supply of stores if 

needed.  With these frames now delivered to my apiary, I checked through the hives. 

 

I began with the same two colonies.  ‘Buttercup’ was getting low on stores, having utilised most of 

the remaining winter stores, but there was fresh nectar in both the brood box and a super (added a 

couple of weeks earlier).  The weather forecast for the week ahead is looking much more ‘bee 

friendly’; I think this colony will be ok.  ‘Sweet pea’ had utilised all of the winter stores and I de-

cided to give them one frame with stores, replacing a frame at the edge of the brood box which 

was only partly drawn. 

 

Now for the other two colonies.  My plan is to reduce ‘Borage’ from double to single brood at the 

earliest opportunity.  There were a total of eleven frames with brood and some sealed stores were 

available, with fresh nectar also being brought in.  I distributed the brood and other frames be-

tween the two boxes and put a queen excluder in place, with the queen in the bottom chamber.  

Once the brood in the top box has emerged, the colony will revert to single brood chamber. 

 

On inspecting ‘Cowslip’ it was evident they are not doing quite so well.  All the winter stores had 

been uncapped and the bees had been trying to utilise the crystallised honey.  There were plenty of 

flying bees bringing in pollen and nectar, but there was no recent brood (a few sealed cells yet to 

emerge) and I couldn’t find the queen; although they were behaving ‘queen-right’.  I gave them 

seven frames with stores to keep them going, swapping the worst of the frames in the brood box.  

The colony remains on ‘brood & a half’ until I can determine if the queen is there or not.  She may 

simply have gone off-lay due to insufficient levels of stores. 
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Interestingly, on checking my records, this colony was reluctant to take sugar syrup during the au-

tumn feeding; taking only 5 litres, half what the other colonies took.  The other colonies have all 

managed to utilise their stores, while this colony seems to have struggled to cope with the amount 

of crystallisation.  So it would appear the ratio of ivy nectar to sugar syrup in this colony has re-

sulted in the bees having to work a lot harder to utilise their stores.  This is the first year I have no-

ticed this being a problem; previously all the colonies have taken an average of 12 litres of liquid 

feed.   

 

I am hoping the weather going forward will be more settled and a suitable temperature for both the 

bees and the beekeeper.  We are now at the point in the season when things can move very quickly 

and before you know it the bees can raise swarm cells, catching the unprepared beekeeper on the 

hop.  Both swarm prevention and swarm control (there is a difference, ask Roger) require regular 

inspections of colonies if a swarm is to be avoided.  All too often inclement weather conditions 

extends the inspection period and the bees get ahead of their master; resulting in a swarm heading 

out on the first decent day following a number of non-flying days. 

 

My queens are not clipped and so weekly inspections are paramount if a swarm is to be avoided.  

Time and vigilance are required as it is easy to miss something, especially if you are in a rush.  

Beekeepers who have clipped queens shouldn’t be complacent; the swarm may not end up in their 

neighbour’s chimney, and in theory the queen won’t get far and will be found close to the hive, but 

she can still be lost.  Clipping a queen is a safety net in case the beekeeper’s swarm control plan 

goes wrong, it doesn't mean they don't need to understand the swarming process and have a plan in 

the first place.  Yes, we all make mistakes and even the best beekeeper can lose a swarm, the im-

portant thing is to understand why in order to avoid making the same mistake next time. 

 

As soon as the warm weather takes hold it will be ‘all systems go’ in the world of bee-

keeping.  Make sure you’re ready for the busy time ahead.  And remember - unlike bee-

keepers, bees don’t read books! 

 

Caroline              (Bother, not quite two pages, now I need to fill the gap!)  

 

Posted by National Bee Unit, April 2016 

 

 

April 2016 - Update on Small hive beetle in Italy 

 

A new case of Small hive beetle (Aethina tumida) has been confirmed in the Gioia Tauro area of 

Calabria, Italy. Further details can be found on the Italian National Reference Laboratory website. 

 

UK authorities remain active in preparing and 

monitoring for the Small hive beetle. Contingency 

training exercises were run by the National Bee 

Unit (NBU) in Exeter and Cardiff las year to test 

existing plans and protocols, with particular em-

phasis on detection and controls of the Small hive 

beetle. Lessons will be taken forward to ensure the 

UK is best placed to tackle this pest should it ar-

rive in the UK. Updated husbandry and manage-

ment methods for controlling Small hive beetle 

have been included in our advisory leaflets. Photo courtesy of the UK Food and Environment Research Agency 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 
As usual we will have supplies available for members at apiary meetings this year. Because we buy in bulk 

you will find that our prices are generally lower than from anywhere else, and with no carriage charges! 

This is a valuable service to members, but does take volunteer time so please read below about ordering.  

All available at apiary meetings (subject to stock). 
 
How to order 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom at stone.house@btinternet.com so that 

they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a conven-

ient time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting, or if I am not carrying 

enough stock with me, you may have to wait until the next meeting! 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at April 2016 for current stocks. 

We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers. 

 
 

Frames  (unassembled)    all  60p 

DN1 for National and WBC brood chambers    

SN1 for National and WBC supers 

 

Frame nails  small bag (approx 80 grams)  £1.00 or      full box (500 grams) £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Wired Brood   95p   (some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

Wired Shallow  60p (please specify worker cell or drone cell)  

Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb)  40p 

 

Spacers  (to suit National hives) 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot  £2.00/pair  

Narrow plastic ends 10p (20p/pair) 

 

Sundries 

Hive tool  steel, yellow, British made   £8.50    

Hive strap orange, 3 metres  £4.00 

Smokers  two models in stainless steel, can be inspected at the apiary - £13.00 and £15.00 

 

Varroa Treatments 

Available for August treatment, we will have standard treatments; prices to be announced. 

 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 

 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the June edition no later than the 24th May.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 


